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up along the  western and southern walls. The r a i l i n g  features  column-and- 
pedestal ba lus te rs ,  molded handrail  and graceful  curv i l inear  stepends. A 
heavy column newel terminates the  r a i l i ng .  

Some f e e l  t h a t  t he  south room of the  second f l oo r  was Sarah ~ e n r y ' s  bed- 
room. It has a f i n e  mantelpiece with gouged p i l a s t e r s ,  t russes ,  and cen t r a l  
panel which a re  a l l  surmounted by den t i l s  under a molded mantel she l f .  The 
nor th  room of the  second f l o o r ,  which well  may have been Sarah ~ e n r y ' s  room, 
appears t o  have been redone a t  a l a t e r  period. 

I n  t he  yard, t o  the  northwest of the  house, stands the  only sunriving 
old outbuilding. It i s  an a t t r a c t i v e  frame smokehouse with a hipped roof 
and an elaborate chevron pa t te rn  bat ten door. 

The A.P.V.A. maintained family graveyard containing the  grave of Sarah 

V) 

m 

z 
V) 

+ 

jCI 

c 
n 
--I 
- 
0 

Z 

u 

f7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

D E s C R l e E  T H E  P R E S E Y T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (rf mown) P H Y S I C A L  A P P ~ A ~ ~ ~ C ~  

Winton i s  a late-Georgian, two-story frame s t ruc ture  with th ree  bays on 
the  main facade. Several additions have been made to  the  r ea r  of the  house. 
The present two-story por t ico a l so  is a l a t e r  addit ion as perhaps is some of 
the work around the  pedimented entryway with i t s  transom and s ide l igh ts .  The 
f la t t ened ,  exterior-end br ick  chimneys a re  shouldered a t  the  roof l i n e  and 
a re  T-shaped. Like the  house i t s e l f ,  they have stone foundations. Windows 
on the  f i r s t  f loor  a re  nine-over-nine and are six-over-six on the  second 
f loor .  The house has a f i n e  entablature with a p la in  f r ieze ,  d e n t i l s ,  and 
abbreviated s c ro l lmod i l l i ons .  The entablature i s  Georgian Revival in  s t y l e  
and probably was added a t  t he  same time as the  portico.  The hipped roof is 
now sheathed with crimped t i n .  

Inside,  Winton has a two-over-two-with-central-hall plan. The 
extraordinary woodwork i n  t he  south room of the f i r s t  f loor  i s  sa id  t o  have 
been carved by Hessian prisoners,  a claim l en t  credence by the  mi l i t a ry  
prominence of both Colonel Cabell and Colonel Meredith. The t r ad i t i on  i s  
tha t  i t  was during Colonel Meredith's ownership of Winton t h a t  the  elaborate 
woodwork was carved. The magnificent mantelpiece has punch-and-gouge p i l a s t e r s m  
with a more de l i ca t e  punch-and-gouge motif on the  t russes  f lanking the  f r i e z e  
and on the  ra ised cen t r a l  panel of the f r i eze .  Above the  f r i e z e  a r e  a l te rna t ing ;  
diagonal reedings which a re  surmounted by moldings which include a den t i l -  
and-punch motif .  The pedimented overmantel has punch-and-gouge pedestals 
supporting t ru s se s ,  entablature ,  and cen t r a l  panel with reeding i n  a squared 
pattern.  The dentil-and-punch motif of the  mantel i s  repeated i n  the  over- 
mantel. The wainscoting i n  t h i s  room has a molded baseboard as well  as a 
molded handrail  beneath which i s  an a l te rna t ing ,  diagonal pa t te rn  of reeding. 
The openings i n  the  south room are  flanked by punch-and-gouge p i l a s t e r s  which 
have dentil-and-punch cap i t a l s  matching the same motif i n  the  room's 
entablature.  The door leading t o  the  h a l l ,  now with l a t e r  double glass  doors, 
is even more elaborate.  It has, beneath the entablature  of the  ce i l i ng ,  an 
entablature  of i ts  own which includes a ra ised cen t r a l  panel a s  well  as 
moldings of an o r i e n t a l  character.  In  the  f i r s t - f l o o r  north room, there is a 
handsome mantelpiece with gouged p i l a s t e r s  above which are t russes ,  a ra ised 
cen t r a l  panel and two sect ions  of entablature a l l  of which a re  decorated with 
a more de l i ca t e  gouging. They i n  tu rn  a re  surmounted by moldings, including 
d e n t i l s ,  which support a molded mantel she l f .  The six-panel door leading to  
the  f ron t  h a l l  has paneled reveals.  

The cen t r a l  ha:: has unpaneled wainscoting with molded baseboarding and 
handrailing. A f l i g h t  of s t a i r s  leads upward along the  north wall and i s  
broken by a landing on the  west wall which leads t o  a shor t  f l i g h t  t h a t  dogless 
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Winton i s  the  homeplace of a number of noteworthy Virginians, and 
the  house features  considerable a rch i tec tura l  a t t rac t ions .  The dwelling is 
sa id  t o  have been b u i l t  by Colonel Joseph cabell  i n  the  ea r ly  1770's on land 
which was par t  of a 1743 grant from King George I11 t o  George Braxton, Jr. 
I n  The Cabells and Their Kin, Alexander Brown notes t h a t  i n  1771 Joseph 
Cabell moved t o  h i s  e s t a t e  ca l led  "Winton," near New Glascar (now renamed 
~ l i f f o r d ) .  Colonel Cabell (1732-1798) was an important c i t i z e n  of eighteenth- 
century Virginia. Before moving t o  Winton, he was a jus t ice ,  a vestryman, 
and a major of m i l i t i a  i n  Albemarle County as well  as member of the  House of 
Burgesses e i t h e r  from 1764 o r  from 1768 u n t i l  1771. When he moved t o  Winton 
i n  1771, he was promptly elected member of the House of Delegates from 
Amherst County, a s ea t  he held u n t i l  1775. He was a l so  a vestryman of 
Amherst Parish,  a county jus t ice ,  and an accomplished amateur surgeon. 
Lhring the  revolutionary period, Colonel Cabell was an Amherst County member 
of the  House of Delegates from 1776 u n t i l  1779 when he moved t o  Buckingham 
County where he served as a Delegate from 1780 t o  1781. By 1777, he was 
county l ieutenant  of Amherst and a t  the  s iege of Yorktown, he comanded a 
regiment of m i l i t i a  which included a company made up of the students of 
W i l l i a m  and Mary College among whom numbered h i s  son, Joe. Colonel Cabell 
was present a t  the  surrender of Cornwallis i n  Yorktown. After the  Revolutior., 
he served as a senator i n  t he  General Assembly from 1781 t o  1785 and a 
representat ive  from Buckingham County from 1788 t o  1790. 

I n  1779, Colonel Cabell sold Winton to  h i s  f r iend Colonel Samuel 
Meredith, Jr. Like Colonel Cabell, Colonel Meredith was an outstanding 
Virginian adept i n  many l i n e s  of endeavor. Born i n  Hanover County i n  1732, 
Samuel Meredith, Jr. was from childhood a close f r iend of h i s  near neighbor 
Patrick Henry. Moreover, sometime before 1775, he married Jane Henry, 
Pa t r ick ' s  s i s t e r ,  a woman sa id  t o  have been "as eloquent as her brother." 

In  h i s  ea r ly  l i f e ,  Meredith seems t o  have been a man of swashbuckling 
mi l i t a ry  temperament, d is t inguishing himself i n  t he  French and Indian Wars 
as well as i n  the  Revolution. I n  1775, he was Captain of the  Independent 
Company of Hanover, a conrmand he loya l ly  resigned to  make way f o r  h i s  
brother-in-law Patrick Henry. Henry was promptly appointed captain and 
Meredith then served as l ieutenant .  I n  1776, Meredith rose t o  the  rank of 
Colonel of t he  F i r s t  Bat ta l ion of Minute Men. A c i v i c  as well a s  a mi l i t a ry  
leader,  he served th ree  terms as delegate from Hanover County t o  the  Virginiz 
House of Burgesses. I n  Amherst County a t  d i f f e r en t  times he held the  off ices  
of j u s t i ce  of the  peace, presiding jus t ice ,  and High Sher i f f .  

Lhring the  Revolution, i n  about 1779, the  Meredith family moved to  

j in ton .  With them came Patr ick Henry's mother, Sarah Winston Syme Henry, by 
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then a grac ious  and pious e l d e r l y  lady.  However, i n  he r  younger years ,  when 
she was the  Widow Sarah Syme, W i l l i a m  Byrd I1 described her  i n  h i s l P r o g r e s s  t o  
t h e  Minesnas a s p r i g h t l y ,  a l b e i t  seemly, woman: 

This lady,  a t  f i r s t  suspect ing  I was some love r ,  put  on a 
g r a v i t y  which becomes aweed, but so  soon a s  she l e a r n t  
who I was brightened up i n t o  an unusual cheerfu lness  and 
s e r e n i t y .  She was a p o r t l y ,  handsome dame of t h e  family 
o f  Esau, and seemed not  t o  p ine  too  much f o r  the  death 
o f  her  husband, who was of the  family of t h e  Saracens. 
He l e f t  a son by h e r  who has a l l  t h e  s t rong  f e a t u r e s  of 
h i s  sire, no t  sof tened i n  the  l e a s t  by any of he r s  . . 
This widow is a person of a l i v e l y  and chee r fu l  
conversa t ion ,  with much l e s s  r e se rve  than mast of h e r  
countrywomen. It becomes her  w e l l  and s e t s  o f f  he r  
o t h e r  agreeable  q u a l i t i e s  t o  advantage. We tossed o f f  
a b o t t l e  of honest p a r t ,  which we r e l i s h e d  wi th  a b r o i l e d  
chicken. 

I The fol lowing day ' s  n o t a t i o n s  include:  I 
I moistened my c l a y  wi th  a quar t  of milk and t e a ,  which 
I found a l t o g e t h e r  as g r e a t  a he lp  t o  d iscourse  as  the  
j u i c e  of t h e  grape.  The courteous widow inv i t ed  me t o  
r e s t  myself t h e r e  t h a t  good day and go t o  church wi th  
h e r ,  but  I excused myself by t e l l i n g  h e r  she  would 
c e r t a i n l y  s p o i l  my devotions. Then she  c i v i l l y  
e n t r e a t e d  me t o  make he r  house my home whenever I 
v i s i t e d  my p l a n t a t i o n s ,  which made me bow low and 
thank he r  ve ry  k indly .  

With t h e  passage of time, Sarah Henry s e a s  t o  have become more grave 
of mien bu t  no t  one whit  l e s s  congenial  f o r  when she died i n  1784 her son-in- 
law Samuel Meredith i s  s a i d  t o  have s tood a t  t h e  f o o t  of he r  grave and reques te  
t o  be  bur ied  t h e r e  so  t h a t  h e r  f a c e  might be t h e  f i r s t  one f o r  him t o  s e e  on 
Resurrec t ion  Day. Over h e r  tomb he cons t ruc ted  a b r i c k  arch which has long 
s i n c e  f a l l e n .  I n  i ts  p lace  is a s tone  e rec ted  by members o f  he r  family i n  
1910. The s i t e  of the  graveyard, t o  t h e  r e a r  and w e s t  of t h e  house, i s  s a i d  t 
have been s e l e c t e d  by Mrs. Henry who, as  it happened, was a l s o  the  f i r s t  perso 
t o  be  bur i ed  t h e r e i n .  A t  h e r  f e e t  now l i e s  Colonel Meredith and a t  h i s  s i d e  
reposes h i s  wife  Jane Henry Meredith. Also i n  t h i s  cemetery a r e  Mrs. Henry's 
son William and h i s  two daughters ,  Jane and Sarah,  a l l  of whom died  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  Sarah Henry i n  1784, 

When t h e  Winton t r a c t  passed out  of the  Meredith fami ly ' s  hands i n  183 
(Amherst County Deed Book 2, p. 276), t h e  deed s t a t e d  "...excepted and t o  be 
deducted one a c r e  f o r  a graveyard t o  inc lude  t h e  p resen t  graveyard and t o  
extend on each s i d e  and end s o  a s  t o  inc lude  the  quant i ty ."  This provis ion  ha 
been reconfirmed i n  r e c e n t  yea r s .  Since 1961, t h e  Vi rg in ia  
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Daughters of t h e  American Revolution have conducted annual Ninton Days wi th  
graveside wreath-laying s e r v i c e s .  I n  1969, J. Evere t te  Pauber con t r ibu ted  t h e  
design f o r  t h e  b r i c k  wall  which now surrounds p a r t  of t h e  s p e c i f i e d  acre .  The 
wal l  was cons t ruc ted  by George E. Jones of Amherst. The i r o n  g a t e ,  manufacturt 
by The Stewart I r o n  Works of Cincinnat i ,  Ohio, came from S t .    ark's Episcopal 
Church i n  C l i f fo rd .  The Associat ion f o r  the  Preservat ion  of Vi rg in ia  
A n t i q u i t i e s  is i n  t h e  process of r a i s i n g  funds t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  Graveyard Trus t  
f o r  t h e  assurance of perpetua l  c a r e  of t h e  Winton Cemetery. 

Af te r  the  Meredith family,  it appears t h a t  Winton was owned by John P. 
Saxison (1839-1843) and then Lynchburg Mayor Edwin Matthews (1843-1872). Mayor 
Matthews never  l i v e d  a t  Winton bu t  Garland family connections descended from 
the  Merediths d id  l i v e  theredur ing  h i s  ownership. Included among them was 
James Shepherd Pendleton. Next,John W. Jennings bought Winton f o r  h i s  son-in- 
law and daughter M r .  and M r s .  Powatan Hensen (1872-1907). T rad i t ion  has it 
t h a t  Mrs. Hensen a l s o  l i v e d  a t  Winton during the  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  when 
she was Mrs. Sus ie  Jennings Beasley. As  t h e  s t o r y  goes, she heard of t h e  
approach o f  Yankee t roops  and so  c a r e f u l l y  h i d  t h e  ere-and-anon t r easu red  hams 
and s i l v e r  under t h e  smokehouse f loorboards.  Upon the  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  dreaded 
war r io r s ,  a u t  r a n  one of t h e  small  Beasley boys who asked i f  t hey  were looking 
f o r  t h e  hams which had j u s t  been hidden. On hear ing  t h e i r  vigorous a s s e n t ,  h e  
l e d  them t o  t h e  smokehouse, which s t i l l  s t ands  i n  t h e  s ide-yard ,  and hospitabl :  
showed them t h e  h id ing  p lace  and i t s  t r e a s u r e s .  

Winton was next  held by t h e  Charles Beasley family (1907-1929). Charlr 
Beasley was Sus ie  Jennings Beasley Hensen's son by h e r  f i r s t  marriage.  From 
t h e  Beasley family,  t h e  house passed t o  Colonel and Mrs. James E. D i l l a rd  
(1929-1947) who were r e spons ib le  f o r  extens ive  remodeling and landscaping. 
Next, i t  was owned by M r .  and M r s .  Vic tor  V. Kelsey (1947-1959) and M r .  and 
Mrs. Leonard Alexander Snead (1959-1967). I n  1967, an anonymous donor (Keene 
V. Brown) purchased t h e  e s t a t e  from t h e  Sneads and gave it t o  t h e  County o f  
Amherst t o  be leased  t o  a  corpora t ion  and run as  a country c lub .  To se rve  the  
needs of t h e  c l u b ,  an a d d i t i o n  was made t o  the  r e a r  and plans a r e  f o r  f u r t h e r  
expansion wi th  t h e  hope t h a t  the  o r i g i n a l ,  f r o n t  p a r t  of the  house might 
even tua l ly  be s e t  a p a r t  and furnished wi th  ani tques .  

9 1  
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